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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 

VOL. 30 NOVEMBER 12, 1915 No. 46 

DENGUE AND SEVEN-DAY FEVER PRESENT AT SAN 

JUAN, P. R. 

On October 4 the representative of the Public Health Service at 
San Juan, P. R., reported by telegraph that there were rumors of 
the presence of yellow fever in San Juan, but that he had seen the 
cases and did not believe the diagnosis to be justified. The Insular 
Board of Health of Porto Rico, after investigation, also did not be- 
lieve the cases to be yellow fever. That the disease was not yellow 
fever was concurred in by Surg. King, of the Public Health Serv- 
ice, who arrived at San Juan October 14. Later Dr. King reported 
that the supposed yellow-fever cases were in part dengue, which was 
probably epidemic, and in part cases of similar fevers. 

Asst. Surg. Gen. Carter, of the Public Health Service, who has 
been associated with the diagnosis and control of yellow fever 
over a period of many years, was sent to San Juan. On Novem- 
ber 5, immediately after his arrival, he cabled that he did not 
believe the disease was yellow fever, and on November 9, after mak- 
ing a most complete examination, he telegraphed that there was no 
yellow fever in San Juan, but that there were a number of cases of 
dengue and seven-day fever. 



PHYSICAL EXAMINATION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

A JUDICIAL DECISION HOLDING THAT SCHOOL BOARDS MAY REQUIRE A PHYSICIAN'S 
REPORT AS A PREREQUISITE TO ADMISSION TO SCHOOL. 

For several years there has been in force in the schools of Aberdeen, 
S. Dak., a regulation requiring that each child seeking admission into 
the schools must furnish a "physical record card," signed by a phy- 
sician, giving certain information relative to the physical condition 
of the child. This report might be made by a physician employed by 
the parent, but if none was furnished the child was examined and tho 
report made by the school physician. 



The Supreme Court of South Dakota decided that the regulation 
was reasonable and valid, that it did not unlawfully bar any pupil 
from the schools, and that the school board had authority to adopt 
it. The opinion of the court is published in full at page 3361 of 
this issue of the Public Health Reports. 
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